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It was spring 2018 and the peak of cherry blossom season
in Japan. We traveled as a family to Toyko and Hikone to
experience hanami and learn about the beautiful city of
Hikone that so wonderfully embraced our son Peter during
the fall of 2016 when he participated on the Hikone - Ann
Arbor middle school exchange program. Since then, our
family has been actively engaged in the exchange and we
have hosted many Japanese guests since.

We arrived at the Hikone train station and were warmly
met by our friend from the Hikone International Friendship
Association. She gave us a city tour then sent us to the castle
to explore on our own. We marveled at the architecture, the
history, the gardens and of course the view from the top. The
cherry blossoms looked like pink snow on the trees and only
added to this magical visit. From the enthusiasm in his voice,
you could tell that Peter was excited to show us around town.
He was even humming the Hikonyan song as we strolled
down Castle Road to our ryokan.
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Back at International Lounge, more friends arrived to
meet us. Everyone was laughing and sharing stories like
almost no time had past since we last saw one another. As
| looked around the room, | felt like | was among family. This
experience exemplifies the true spirit of the Hikone - Ann
Arbor sister city relationship dating back to 1969 when both
cities embarked on this journey together.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the friendship
between our two cities and last year the exchange celebrated
40 years of international understanding and fellowship
between our middle schools. The success of this relationship
is directly related to dedicated people on both sides of a vast
ocean who build sustainable, meaningful projects that are
mutually beneficial. So let us take a moment and reflect on
our collective achievements over the past 50 years and look
forward to 50 more years ahead. (1969 - 2019)
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